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Division 25:  Sport and Recreation, $61 046 000 - 
Mrs D.J. Guise, Chairman.   

Mr J.C. Kobelke, Minister for Sport and Recreation.   

Mr R.J. Alexander, Director General.   

Mr W.G. Swetman, Director, Business Management.   

Mr D. Parrick, Finance Manager.   

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  I refer to the second dot point under “Major Initiatives For 2007-08” on page 467 of the 
Budget Statements, which relates to the community sporting and recreational facilities fund.  I want the minister 
to clarify the budget figures.  It is stated that $9 million will be allocated for the fund, but the amount appears to 
be different in the actual line item.  I know that there is sometimes a carryover.  Will the minister explain the 
position?  Is the allocation of $9 million keeping pace with costs?  The cost of building has been soaring but the 
allocation seems to be a lesser or similar amount each year.  Are we still getting the same value for money? 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  Since we came to government, we have increased the budget from $7.5 million to 
$9 million a year.  However, the member is correct.  There has not been an adjustment to meet the increasing 
cost of construction. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  For the past three years, $9 million has been allocated. 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  It has been that amount for the past five years.  We increased the budget when we first 
came to government. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  Is the government considering increasing that amount to keep pace with costs?  It is a 
bit like a farmer’s fence; if he does not keep pace, he will have big problems down the track.  Is the government 
considering increasing the budget? 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  I see the need for it, but there is also the issue that our partners, the proponents and also 
local government in some cases, are having trouble getting their projects up.  There is an underspend.  I would 
like to have more money for it and I acknowledge that there is a need for more money. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  The minister said that local governments are having a problem.  I agree that some are, 
but some projects are not being met.  Surely they can be transferred.  I think the minister does that, and that is a 
good idea.  The budget will have to be increased, otherwise it will fall way behind.  Does the minister agree that 
that is a fair comment? 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  I accept that comment. 

Mr J.E. McGRATH:  I refer to the ninth dot point under “Major Initiatives For 2007-08” on page 467.  I 
believe that the government made a commitment at the last election to undertake a socioeconomic impact study 
of licensed clubs in Western Australia aimed at putting some value on the work done by volunteers.  Does that 
matter come under this agency?  If so, when will that study be done? 

Mr R.J. Alexander:  We are not currently doing that study.  It is generally about licensed premises.  There has 
been a request to do that and discussions are occurring about the need to do it. 

Mr J.E. McGRATH:  Has it not yet been decided whether it will be done? 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  The answer is not “no”.  The issue is that the Department of Sport and Recreation is not 
carrying it forward. 

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  I refer to the new stadium development, which is the eleventh dot point on page 462.  I am 
sure that the minister has been waiting for this question all day.  I refer to the release of the task force report and 
so on.  If all the major sports mentioned come to an agreement - the opposition will help the minister to try to 
make that happen - will the minister recommend to cabinet that this new multipurpose stadium be built? 

[9.40 pm] 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  We have received a fantastic blueprint from the task force.  I would like to again thank 
the task force for the work it did.  I hope that the member got a copy of the report, because I asked for one to be 
sent to him yesterday.  The member should have a copy by now.  The issue is that we want to make sure that we 
continue in the vein of the work done by the task force.  It is easy to give glib commitments but it is another 
thing to deliver.  The task force is about giving us the foundation for delivering a world-class stadium for Perth 
that will be sustainable and will benefit football and the other sports.  That is a very complex mix and it is what I 
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am about achieving.  As I indicated, the report is the blueprint for how we can get the stadium, but it is not a 
matter of saying that we will build the stadium and hope that people come.  We have to have football and most, 
if not all, of the other major sports committed to using the stadium.  If the member looks through the report, he 
will see that the case is made very well.  We will get the benefit from the stadium and make sure that the 
revenues are there not only to maintain it into the future, but also to maximise the return to the sports if there is 
maximum use of the stadium.  If we split the effort across two or three stadiums, we end up with a situation in 
which the running and maintenance costs are higher and there is less money flowing through to the sports.  That 
generally means, as the member well knows, that maintenance would not be put into those facilities.  We are 
trying to make sure that we move away from what has been the history in which, when a major sport runs into 
financial difficulty or when the facilities are in need of an upgrade, people come knocking on the door of 
government to get a bandaid to patch it up.  The whole basis for taking this forward is to say that we need to put 
our major stadia on a much firmer footing so they are sustainable into the future and will benefit the sports.  We 
will come up with a world-class stadium, not just a provincial-level stadium.  The answer to the member’s 
question is yes, we want to go forward with it.  It is no good trying to “heavy” football and the major sports.  We 
need to give them time to pick over the report.  I appreciate the member’s support and the support of others who 
are talking to key decision makers in football and the other major sports to get them to look at the real substance 
of the report and what it offers and to get them to get on board.  Once we get that commitment from them, there 
is still a fair degree of work to do because there is still a lot more detailed work in design.  We have also left 
open the location.  We want to do that in cooperation with the major sports to see what they see as the best venue 
to go forward with.  I believe we will get that cooperation.  We also need the help of the member to try to get 
some money from the federal government, which has not done anything to help Western Australia.  We will call 
on it to get behind us once we have the major sports lined up.  With the work of the task force, I think we can 
deliver an international-level stadium for Perth. 

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  Does the minister have a target date or an ideal time in which he will get the major sports to 
agree that would lead to a target date for getting the project started and ultimately finished? 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  Given that it is a 600-page report and that I am urging the major sports, particularly 
football, to look at it very carefully and treat it seriously, because I think there is a lot of value in the detail of the 
report, there is clearly a little bit of time to make sure that they do that.  I will want to meet with them and 
hopefully work with them so that we can go forward together.  In terms of the time line, what I see hanging over 
the sports and all of us is that the current facilities at Subiaco Oval and the WACA have only a limited time 
before major expenditure will be required.  I am advised that it is five to 10 years.  It might stretch a bit beyond 
that, but it seems to be pointless to put tens or hundreds of millions of dollars into a patch up or revamp when we 
have the opportunity of building a quality stadium from the ground up.  I am convinced that we will then get 
much better value for money over the longer term.  If we do not go ahead with this plan and commitment, the 
problem will be there in the five to 10-year period and we will have to do a patch up job.  I do not think that will 
benefit the sports and it will certainly not benefit the people of Western Australia. 

The CHAIRMAN:  I remind members that we have only 15 minutes left and five members wish to ask 
questions.  Members should keep things short. 

Mr J.E. McGRATH:  Given that the Langoulant report has recommended that any new stadium be operated by 
a trust, and the fact that the Western Australian Football Commission currently runs Subiaco Oval and is reliant 
on it for its entire funding, and the role of the WAFC in funding grassroots football in Western Australia, will the 
minister guarantee that football’s funding will not be jeopardised by any new arrangement, if that is the case?  If 
not, will the government agree to make up the shortfall in money that goes to community football throughout 
Western Australia? 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  The government is certainly not going to spend potentially hundreds of millions of 
dollars and not have football better off.  That would be ludicrous.  Clearly, the whole issue is about helping 
football to have bigger crowds and to be in a much healthier financial position.  The report suggests that it will 
be $3 million a year better off with the stadium than it is now.  That is the basis on which we are working.  We 
recognise that football is the primary tenant and has some precedence with its use of the ground.  We see the 
stadium being a major facility for Western Australia.  It would involve hundreds of millions of dollars of 
government money and would therefore need to be government owned.  There is no way we can have a facility 
that has been built with taxpayers’ money run by one sport. 

Mr J.E. McGRATH:  I understand that, but the fact of the matter is that football relies on the WA Football 
Commission for most of its funding throughout all levels.  If the WA Football Commission agreed to what the 
minister is saying, and that might be fine, there would need to be some sort of arrangement to make sure that the 
funding on which other parts of football are so reliant would not disappear.  If football will be $3 million better 
off, as the minister says, that is a good result. 
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Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  It will be an excellent result.  It will relieve football of the problems it will have with 
future upgrades and maintenance of Subiaco, which I think will be a considerable problem in five to 10 years’ 
time. 

Mr A.P. O’GORMAN:  I refer to the last dot point on page 461 under “Significant Issues and Trends”, which 
recognises the demographic shifts and the increasing proportion of mature age persons etc.  The last sentence 
reads - 

These shifts need to be factored into the delivery models of sport and recreation providers. 

What strategies are being put in place to get those providers to take heed of the shifts in demographics? 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  The Department of Sport and Recreation has been very proactive in trying to give a lead 
to sports.  Some sports are quite forward looking and take to this fairly easily.  Others have to be perhaps 
dragged along to recognise the changes that are impacting on them and how they can move to deal with those 
issues.  I think Mr Alexander is best placed to explain in detail the programs and how the department is trying to 
work with major sports and local government to address these issues. 
Mr R.J. Alexander:  We have a range of programs.  For example, the Seniors Recreational Council of WA is 
housed in the Department of Sport and Recreation and we fund it for a range of programs.  We also fund, for 
example, the City of Stirling for culturally and linguistically diverse people, particularly a range of refugees, 
such as those from Sudan.  There is a big program to try to get them integrated into sporting clubs.  The Edmund 
Rice Centre at Mirrabooka is another example of an organisation that is doing similar things.  We have also 
appointed people at the Department of Sport and Recreation to work in that area.  We find some areas of our 
community do not know where the pots of gold are.  They do not know how to fill in the applications and, if they 
get that far, they are not sure how to acquit the funds, so they perhaps cannot do the project.  We work to do 
some of that for them, and we increasingly recognise that problem.  We also have programs for Indigenous 
people.  We have a range of programs, and I am happy to supply the details to the member to show him the sorts 
of things we are doing.  We all know the social benefits that come from people being involved in sport and 
recreation.  We have recently established the sport and recreation community grants scheme.  Just over 
$1 million was signed off by the minister a couple weeks ago into, from memory, about 90 different projects. 
[9.50 pm] 
Mr A.P. O’GORMAN:  Following on from the demographic changes, one of our big problems is obesity.  In 
the Department of Sport and Recreation, multiple issues seem to come up about sport.  What are we doing on the 
recreational front to try to help overcome some of that obesity? 
Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  That is a very good question.  The department has been quite proactive.  An extra 
$500 000 was allocated last year to the recreation area.  I will ask Mr Alexander to address that, but the obesity 
issue is also being tackled through the Premier’s physical activity task force.  It has been engaged with education 
in helping to run programs.  Active participation in workplaces is one of the priorities it is running this year.  The 
Department of Sport and Recreation is working with the task force, and its programs run in parallel with a 
number of the things that are driven by the task force.  Mr Alexander might like to add a bit more detail about 
that.  
Mr R.J. Alexander:  As I said, we run a range of programs.  I have here the recreation reform agenda.  We 
certainly recognise that the area involves much more than sport and sporting clubs.  There are many groups that 
are into bushwalking and a myriad other activities.  An extra $500 000 has gone into that area to support all 
those activities.  Many people do not necessarily want to belong to sporting clubs, and want to find a range of 
other activities.  The government has also put money into activity standards, to ensure that there are standards in 
place when people are bushwalking or abseiling.  That has been done together with the Outdoor Recreation 
Council.  Those standards have been put in place.  There are a whole range of efforts to support clubs.  We have 
a statewide club development scheme that helps train people in how to be presidents, coaches and administrators.  
Often these positions change constantly, so we must keep a constant education program going.  Right throughout 
the community we support all our regional offices to have sport houses, so we have a complete system. 

The CHAIRMAN:  Members, can we have single-sentence questions and answers, to get through all the 
questions. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  I refer to the first dot point under “Significant Issues and Trends” on page 461, about 
the growing awareness of the social, physical and health benefits of participation.  The country sport enrichment 
scheme has certainly enhanced that over the years.  I may have missed it, but I could not see anything about it in 
the Budget Statements.  Is that program continuing, and could the minister advise the amount of funding? 
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Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  The amount of $225 000 has been allocated, of which $70 000 is for football - we 
thought the member might be biased towards football. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  It is an excellent program, but I think that amount has been the same for the past few 
years.  

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  Yes.  

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  I do not think it is a huge amount of money, but it has a great effect, so I would 
encourage the minister to consider increasing the amount next year.  Perhaps I will remind him during the year.  

The CHAIRMAN:  That was more than one sentence, member.  

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  Yes, but it was well thought out! 

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  I refer to service 1 on page 465, referring to industry leadership.  I refer to the Western 
Force and the fantastic effort by the state government to get the team started.  The Western Australia Rugby 
League is now trying to get a team in the national competition as well.  Will the minister be in a position to 
support its quest to get into the National Rugby League by 2012?  

The CHAIRMAN:  That was a budget estimates question if ever I heard one!   

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  I know it is being planned, and I support the league in that.  We have to see the concrete 
detail to see how we can add support to it. 
Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  Further question? 
The CHAIRMAN:  Will it relate to a line in the budget?   
Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  Yes; industry leadership is everything.  The rugby league code wants to have a world cup 
game here next year between England and Papua New Guinea as part of the process of developing the team.  
Will the minister be in a position to support that game over and above EventsCorp’s contribution of $50 000, 
which will not make it - we will lose the event? 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  I am very supportive of that.  It is primarily for EventsCorp to assist, but we will see what 
we can do through sport and rec.  We do not have the funding for that development; EventsCorp does.  

Mrs J. HUGHES:  I refer to the last dot point on page 465.  I am inquiring about the CSRFF funding.  Local 
government is more and more picking up the bulk of this in three-way partnerships.  However, some groups, 
especially youth groups, do not actually belong to a club or fraternity or whatever, so they cannot get a third of 
the funding to enable them to apply for CSRFF funding.  Is there an opportunity for these young people to access 
this fund given that they are not in a position to raise a third of it?   

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  What sort of projects are you talking about?   

Mrs J. HUGHES:  BMX, skateboarding - the sorts of sports that keep young people active.   
Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  I think you will find that they are projects that get off the ground only with local 
government support.  Because of the need for land, liability issues and management, it is not usually possible for 
young people to do it on their own.  When they find that partnership with local government, they are eligible for 
CSRFF.  However, I realise that there are sometimes difficulties raising money.   
Mrs J. HUGHES:  Would that mean asking local government to sponsor two-thirds of the funding?   
Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  Usually with BMX there is a parent support group that helps raise money.  
Mrs J. HUGHES:  No; not generally.  I have not found a parent group that is able to do that.  Those young 
people are in need of these facilities.  There does not seem to be an avenue for assistance and their facilities are 
becoming more expensive every year.  They started at $50 000, now they are looking at probably $350 000.  I 
am asking if sport and rec can find some way of assisting our youth.  
Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  The difficulty is that, with these programs, there must be criteria, and there are people 
who fall outside the criteria.  
Mrs J. HUGHES:  Perhaps we can find some criteria.  
Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  Clearly, if there is a need, I am happy to look at it to see whether we can cater for them in 
some way.  As was indicated earlier, there is a huge demand.  We are getting good value for our money under 
the current scheme because, in most cases, the one-third and two-thirds are being found by local government or 
local youth groups.  

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  When can the minister provide some guarantee that construction of Netball WA’s centre 
will start, as promised by the Premier in September 2006? 
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The CHAIRMAN:  Is that a budget item? 

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  Yes; I am referring to page 467.  

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  There is $5 million in the budget.  It is a matter of making sure that planning is advanced 
on that.  

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  Does the business case stack up?   

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  Yes.  

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  I refer to the CSRFF under “Major Initiatives for 2007-08” on page 367.  As I 
mentioned in a debate earlier, a big problem in country WA is upgrading swimming pools as they reach their 
use-by period.  I have spoken to the director about this because swimming pools are really important in 
country WA.  Has the government considered a special fund, not to pay for but to assist financially our local 
governments to keep swimming pools open, bearing in mind the part played by pools in the fight against 
obesity etc.  

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  It is on the radar and the department is doing a study to quantify the extent of the issue, 
the cost and the potential solutions.  

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  If I can help, yell out.  

Ms J.A. RADISICH:  I refer to service 2, “People Development in Sport and Recreation”, on page 468.  I am 
sure this section is relevant to my question.  Recently, when I was ice skating at Mirrabooka ice rink, I was quite 
disgusted at the state of it.  I do not think that ice rink has received any upgrades or maintenance since I was 
there 15 years ago.  The state government should be investing some money in our metropolitan ice rink for 
people like me who like to socialise there.  

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  It is a private facility.  While it was in my electorate, it was very well run, but the 
boundaries have been changed!   

The appropriation was recommended. 
 


